OLD CHESTERTON RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

Minutes of a Committee Meeting held on Thursday, 19th February, 2015
1. Present and Apologies
Clive Brown, Michael Bond, Balan Sisupalan, Sue Webster, Peter Pope, Chris Dommett and Ian Manning. Apologies were received from Des Bradley, Peter Sarris, and Klaas Brumann.

2. Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on the 2nd December 2014 were approved as a correct record subject to Balan saying that, under matters arising, he had said that his concerns were of hazards both to life and to health.

3. Matters Arising

· Cambridge North Eastern Fringe:  Clive and Michael said that it was apparent from the consultation that a lot depended on whether the sewage works could be relocated, and it was clear that Council officers had no new ideas about this.  It is unlikely that a new site can be found.  Michael said that he thought that we would see the same pattern of development as there has been around Cambridge station with a lot of pieds a terre.
· City Deal:  Ian said that there was a big problem because the first tranche of proposals had gone to the Board which had rejected all of them against the recommendation of officers.  The projects accepted by the Board are (1) Milton Road bus priority (£23m), but it is difficult to see how that can be achieved given the available width, and the trees may again be in danger; (2) Madingley Road bus priority (£34.6m) where again there is a width problem; (3) Histon Road bus priority (£4.3m) – again a width problem; (4) A428 to M11 segregated bus route/A428 corridor Park and Ride (£24.5m); (5) City centre capacity improvements/cross-city cycle improvements (£22.6m); (6) A1307 corridor to include bus priority/A1307 additional Part and Ride (£39m); and (7) Chisholm Trail and new river bridge (£8.4m)
4. Finance

There was a balance of £241.56 at the end of October.  The only payment since then has been £50 room hire for committee meetings.  It was agreed that an application for a North Area Committee grant was unlikely to succeed, and so we would not apply.  We do, however, need to have brochures reprinted.
5. Local Plan

The examination is continuing before the Inspector, and there was nothing particular to report.

6. Planning Issues

· An application had been made to build 15 flats on the Haling House site (Fen Road, just across the railway line and adjacent to the Halingway).  The owner had anticipated the outcome by clearing the site, including felling a number of trees.  Michael Bond has filed an objection.  The application has since been withdrawn.
· There is an application for 9 additional pitches at the caravan site at Grassy Corner.  Michael Bond has lodged a objection to that.  The application is supported by a strange Flood Risk Assessment which would appear to have been lifted from somewhere else, as it refers to a non-existent manhole cover (there is no mains sewerage) and to a connection with Station Road.

7. New Station

Network Rail, who have taken over the development from the County Council, have lodged a new planning application.  It is questionable whether this was a necessary step, and it has introduced a delay.

8. New River Bridge

The County Council had arranged a meeting in Barnwell on the 25th February, which will be open to anyone who wishes to attend.  It will be used to report on progress on planning the bridge, hear the views of people at the meeting, and to introduce the architect who will be asked to design the bridge.

9. Fen Road Improvements
Ian Manning said that there was an example of the speed bumps they want to install in a road in Trumpington.  Officers wanted to close the road and carry out trials.  There is, however, a deadline, and if this is not done before the end of the week, they will go ahead and install them anyway.
Ian said that £50,000 had been allocated for two-way cycling from Water Street to the Halingway.  There had been a hope of getting land at the Penny Ferry site, but it was left too late.  Ian said that he had a plan as to how a two-way cycleway could be achieved and he would circulate it.  There is a problem with a blind corner near the carpark and proposals are being considered to solve that, but no conclusion has been reached yet. 

10. Annual Open Meeting

Chesterton Community Association had suggested a joint open/annual meeting with OCRA.  The proposal is that the parliamentary candidate who is successful in the May elections be invited to come and explain his ideas for Chesterton.  Local Councillors will be invited as well.  Invitations will be sent to all candidates asking them to keep the date free.  (The Hall has now been booked for Friday, 29th May for the meeting.)
Publicity will be in Chesterton News, and by distribution of flyers which can be printed cheaply at St Andrew’s Hall.

Clive suggested that Alison Dickens, who had given a talk about the Archaeological Survey at the Dog and Pheasant site, be invited again later in the year to talk about the Penny Ferry site.  It was agreed that this could be arranged in the autumn (September/October), possibly in conjunction with the Chesterton Local History Group.  Clive will get in touch with David Stubbings.

11. Chesterton Community Association
CCA has secured funding for the big draw event to be held in October.  It is making bids for funding for the Brownsfield summer outing.  A bid is also being made to cover the shortfall in printing costs for Chesterton News.  It is not possible to get funding for the garden competition.
Michael Bond reported that the Council is minded to go ahead with the proposed development of Milton Road Library.  There should be an opportunity to meet the developer next month.

12. North Area Committee

Funds have been allocated for the complete redevelopment of the Methodist Church/Camsight/Abacus area.

At the last meeting, a tribute was paid to Lil Speed.  It is possible that Brownfields will be renamed after her. 
13. St Andrew’s Hall

It is expected that the building work will be finished in the second or third week of March.

14. Friends of Stourhridge Common

There was no report.

15. Any Other Business

· Green Dragon Bridge:  Ian Manning said that he had been sent a draft of a proposed consultation leaflet.  Ian said he did not think it should be going ahead without the conflict study.  He will circulate the draft.

· Green End Road:  There is a proposed redesign.  There is a consultation for local residents at Brownsfield on the 19th March (7 pm to 9 pm) which will be a workshop type event.  There will be another consultation for interested parties at the business parks but no date has been set for that yet..

16. Next Meeting

The next meeting will be at St Andrew’s Hall at 8 pm on Tuesday, 26th May.
